FACTS AND OPINIONS
PURPOSES

To understand the differences between fact and opinion

To identify facts and opinions in a published news article
Successful readers must distinguish between “fact” and “opinion” when reading.  Many writers may attempt to present their opinions as fact, but critical readers must be able to identify the difference between these two ways of thinking so that they can examine the soundness of a writer’s argument.
A “fact” is a statement which is objective, or verifiable (has been proven). For example, a factual statement is, “The temperature outside today is 91 degrees Fahrenheit.”
An “opinion” is typically a value judgment or a personal statement about a topic. For example, a statement of opinion is, “Nobody likes hot weather.”  This statement is an opinion because it gives one person’s perspective on a topic; it does not state a proven fact. 

___________________________________________________________________________

1.  Search a newspaper or magazine article about education for this assignment.
2.  Write the MLA citation for this article.
3.  Review and Read the article.

4.  Identify and write down at least FOUR “facts” and FOUR “opinions” in the article.

5.  In your identification of facts and opinions, discuss why you think the ideas you choose from the article are “facts” and “opinions.”  What are the specific clues provided that help you separate the facts from the opinions? As you find these clues, consider the kinds of sources that the author cites for the information.

